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At the MCE annual meeting, August 25, 2022, 
Jeanne Heuser received the MCE R. Roger Pryor 
Citizen Activist Award for rallying citizens to 
support conscientious defense of the environment.  
Roger was described as “a Missourian in the best 
sense of the word: pragmatic, humble and, when 

need be, uncompromising and stubborn as a mule” 
in a Riverfront Times eulogy.  He charismatically 
and articulately presented environmental concerns 
to the press and before governmental agencies, 
advocating for corrections with informed insight 
and leadership. 

SUSTAINER SPOTLIGHT:

SETBACKS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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by Melissa Vatterott

continued on page 2. 

This summer the broad-based movement to take 
action to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions 
from power plants suffered a major setback 
in the Supreme Court case of West Virginia v. 
Environmental Protection Agency. The court’s 6-3 
decision stated Congress did not grant the EPA, in 
Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act, the authority 
to devise emissions caps based on the generation 
shifting approach the Agency took in the Clean 
Power Plan. The decision both undermines 
the EPA’s ability to take necessary action to 
decarbonize the US power sector and combat the 
climate crisis and potentially upend decades of 
precedent that allows a multitude of government 
agencies to promulgate rules on various everyday 
issues.
continued on page 9.

by Jared Opsal
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Jeanne “hopes her activism reflects Roger’s spirit.” 
Jeanne believes in her responsibility to guide the 
actions of the government agencies mandated 
to protect the environment, like our Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).  
She learned over the past 50 years that if the 
government and legislators do not hear the citizen 
voice, then environmental protections fall to 
the wayside as industrial and business interests 
weaken environmental protections.  As part of 
the “back-to-the-land” movement of the 1970s, 
Jeanne arrived in southwest Missouri when MCE 
was a fledgling non-profit.  She thought MCE was 
a leader in environmental advocacy then, and over 
the decades, MCE has proven to be a major voice at 
MDNR from consistent stakeholder participation 
and issue research, and if necessary, litigation.  
 
Jeanne recounts that her “activism was not a choice 
in my life, but a compulsion to right the wrongs 
humans do to the Earth.”  Like many baby boomers, 
Rachel Carson’s 1961 prediction that pesticides 
have terrible public and environmental health 
consequences was her wake up call.  She became an 
avid promoter and producer of organically-grown 
food and opened Springfield Community Foods 
(SCF) in 1976 to sell it to her community.  The 
Ozark Cooperative Warehouse in Fayetteville, AR, 
was the major SCF supplier, but the best suppliers 
were those local farmers selling locally produced 
honey, tofu, bread, cheese, meat, and produce.  
 
Simultaneously to opening SCF, she stopped eating 
meat from “food animals” raised inhumanely in 
concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs). 
The new practice at the time of using growth-
promoting hormones in animals was a dangerous 
precedent that she would not support as it was 
inevitable the residue would damage public and 
environmental health. We now know this to be 
true.  
 

CAFOs proliferated over the years and now about 
80% of all the antibiotic use in the world is for food 
animal production or the animals would die from 
disease in the unnaturally crowded conditions.  The 
overuse has caused antibiotic resistance with an 
associated worldwide public health crisis. Jeanne 
learned this is the tip of the iceberg with CAFO 
problems when the Tipton East CAFO near the 
Moniteau/Cooper County line sought a permit in 
2018.  She had retired ten years previously from 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) where she was 
an “information specialist” with a lifelong passion 
for conducting and translating scientific research 
into understandable information.  The CAFO 
supporters ignored her attempts to present the 
facts about CAFO air and water quality pollution, 
and public health risks from disease and antibiotic 
resistance.  Instead, they demanded that she 
“change the rules if you don’t want CAFOs.”  
 
That challenge led Jeanne to co-found the Moniteau 
County Neighbors Alliance (MCNA) and MCNA 
commenced to become an active stakeholder at 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) “bargaining table.”  Recently MCNA 
teamed up with MCE and other organizations to 
focus on establishing greater CAFO protections 
for our rural communities. She invites you to 
join MCE’s new CAFO Action Network (CAN), a 
citizen activist network to change the CAFO rules.  
CAN shares how to become a stakeholder and 
provides the tools and alerts needed to participate 
effectively.  Jeanne finds it’s empowering to be part 
of a team helping to protect our communities and 
environment, and hopes you will join.  
 
In lieu of a typical plaque or other award symbol, 
MCE had 25 trees planted in her honor in Mark 
Twain National Forest. 

SUSTAINER SPOTLIGHT:  
JEANNE HEUSER

The Rock Island Trail is a rails-to-trails project, over 
200. Miles long, stretching from Beaufort, Missouri 
in the east to the town of Pleasant Hill, near Kansas 
City. Combined with the existing KATY Trail it 
would create a loop trail of over 450 miles, making 
the state of Missouri a premier cycling tourism 
destination. The western section of the trail has 
already been completed, connecting with the KATY 
Trail at Windsor, Missouri allowing for a unique 
cross-state experience for cyclists.

The prospects for the remaining 144 miles of 
the trail corridor seemed bright. But the politics 
of the day cast a shadow on that positive glow. 
In December of 2021, Governor Mike Parson 
announced that the State of Missouri would accept 
ownership of the trail from Ameren. 

Celebrating that milestone throughout the spring 
of 2022, Parson followed up with a proposed 69 
million dollar investment that could revitalize the 
trail corridor, rebuild bridges and trestles, and bring 
in millions of essential economic development for 
the struggling small towns along its path.  

This was a good idea, or so it seemed. A win – win for 
the recreation minded public and a needed boost 
for the rural communities. And those would be 
Federal dollars, from the infrastructure investment 
packages triggered by the Covid 19 pandemic. 

The public was for it, the rural communities along 
he trails path were ecstatic. The Governor was on 
board; the House passed the budget legislation.

Then it got to the Senate.

Normally when the House and the Senate disagree, 
some sort of compromise is hammered out. This 
was different. Sighting maintenance backlogs in 
Missouri State Parks, the Senate cut all 69 million 
for the Rock Island Trail renovation from the state’s 
budget. From 69 million to zero, no middle ground. 
It seemed punitive to the Governor’s proposal and 
the hopeful communities along the trails path. 

Today, Missouri still retains ownership of the trail 
corridor. The Department of Natural Resources is 
working with local communities, who are heroically 
restoring their respective portions of the trail. One 
mile at a time.

But  with out  serious investment in the 
infrastructure; the bridges and the trestles, the 
dream of a 450 mile loop trail through central 
Missouri remains on hold. And it likely will remain 
in a bureaucratic limbo until some measure of vision 
for this trail’s potential returns to the Missouri 
legislature. 

ROCK ISLAND TRAIL UPDATE
by Jim Karpowicz

continued from cover 
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The Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law 
by President Biden in August, and there is much 
to be thankful for in the MCE community! After 
weeks of negotiations, the Senate passed the bill 
through the reconciliation process, reducing the 
number of votes needed from 60 to 51. 

Vice President Kamala Harris cast the tie-breaking 
vote on Saturday, August 6. After that, it was an 
easy path to President Biden’s desk. The bill puts us 
on a path to reduce emissions up to 40% by 2030. 

There are many notable wins in the IRA for the 
climate in Missouri and beyond. Below are several 
provisions we are excited about, organized by 
subject.  

Clean Energy

The IRA will accelerate a clean energy transition, 
lowering energy costs for people in Missouri and 
across the United States. Provisions of the bill 
contributing to this transition include: 

• Extending clean energy tax credits by 10 years 

• Making clean energy tax credits more accessible

• $9 billion in home energy rebate programs that 
allow low-income families to electrify their homes

• $60 billion in the domestic manufacturing of 
solar panels, batteries, and other clean energy 
technologies 

• Increased access to community solar, which aims 
to give anyone who pays a utility bill access to solar 
electricity

Transportation

The IRA seeks to transition the transportation 
sector away from fossil fuels by providing:

• $3 billion for the U.S. Postal Service to electrify 
its fleet of more than 217,000 vehicles, the largest 
government fleet in the nation. 

• $1 billion for clean school and transit buses, 
garbage trucks, and other heavy-duty vehicles, 
prioritizing communities overburdened by air 
pollution.

• $3 billion to clean up air pollution at ports by 
installing zero emissions equipment and technology

• Tax credits for electric vehicles (discussed in 
detail below)

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT

Environmental Justice

Communities of color and low-income communities 
in Missouri face disproportionate harms from 
pollution and the climate crisis. 
The IRA attempts to combat such inequality with 
the following:

• Providing $3 billion for community-led projects in 
areas facing the disproportionate effects of climate 
change

• Including $315.5 million for air monitoring so that 
communities know exactly what’s in the air they 
breathe, with specific funds for schools and those 
living near polluting industries 

• Reinstating the Superfund excise tax on crude oil 
and imported petroleum products in an attempt 
to place economic responsibility of environmental 
harms on corporations 

Agriculture & Climate Change

Members of MCE are all too familiar with the impact 
industrial agriculture has on the climate crisis. The 
IRA attempts to advance environmentally friendly 
farming practices with: 

• Over $20 billion to help farmers and ranchers 
shift to sustainable practices like crop rotation and 
cover crops

• $300 million for research into the climate impact 
of agricultural practices

Miscellaneous
 
Other miscellaneous provisions attempting to fight 
the harmful effects of climate change include: 

• $250 million to implement endangered species 
recovery plans and address climate change impacts 
on key habitats

• $2.6 billion in coastal resilience grants to 
fund projects protecting and restoring coastal 
communities and ecosystems

• $50 million to advance protections for mature 
and old-growth forests

Tax Credits for Household &
Vehicle Investment 

Besides the overall environmental benefits 
resulting from the bill, the IRA also has individual 
economic benefits Americans can take advantage 
of, including: 

• A 30% tax credit for installing residential solar 
panels*

• A tax credit of up to $7,500 for purchasing an 
electric vehicle*

• A tax credit of up to $14,000 for home energy 
efficiency upgrades, including up to $8,000 to 
install a heat pump

**Individuals choosing to utilize these provisions 
can save up to $1,800 a year in energy costs. 

Concessions

However, compromise was necessary to pass the 
Inflation Reduction Act, and the bill is far from 
perfect. Some of the concessions in the bill include:

• Tax credits for carbon capture and sequestration

• Mandated oil and gas development in parts of the 
Gulf of Mexico and Alaska’s Cook Inlet

• Requiring additional oil and gas leasing in order 
for new wind and solar projects to be approved

Nonetheless, the Inflation Reduction Act is a step 
in the right direction in environmental policy and 
we at MCE are grateful for this monumental piece 
of legislation. 

by Melissa Vatterott
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Missouri Coalition for the Environment (MCE) has an expansive 
history-53 years to be exact. The Coalition has made great 
strides within the last year to increase member engagement 
and donor support; however, there is still room for growth. 

One of MCE’s own members suggested establishing 
an endowment fund to continue the mission of 
protecting and advocating for Missouri’s people 
and their environment.
 
Endowments, or planned gifts, provide long-
term, predictable income that can assist with an 
organization’s sustainability. The transfer of estate 
be used for a variety of reasons-often established 
by the donor-in support of a specific cause or for 
general operating costs. 

Most are created to keep the principal amount 
intact while additional revenue generated is used 
to help drive the mission.
 
MCE is selective regarding partners and sponsors 
to propel the mission forward; planned gifts can 

offer fiscal independence, offering protection for 
the organization, even when sponsorships and 
financial partnerships are not as consistent. 

Endowments can grant MCE the tools needed 
to adequately vet corporate businesses without 
compromising its mission. Endowments are not just 

beneficial to the organizations; they are beneficial 
to the donors. Supporters will positively impact 
their environment. 

MCE works tirelessly to propel its vision forward, 
and longtime supporters can feel good knowing they 
are contributing to something big that aligns with 
their own personal beliefs, values, and interests. 
Not to mention, endowments offer some of the 
best tax benefits available, including deductions.

Because endowments are often a final and the 
largest gift from a long standing supporter, they 
create a sense of legacy. The supporter’s gift will 
leave a lasting impact and provide influence. 

Leaving a generous legacy can have a domino effect 
on others because generosity is contagious. They 
will ensure their legacy lives on infinitely.
 
MCE has entered a time of transition and 
expansion, so giving now is more important than 
ever. Endowments can be beneficial for both 
the organization and the donor. They positively 
influence the organization’s mission and can help 
to bring more purpose and meaning to life.

MCE will create a committee solely for endowment 
outreach, goals, and maintenance that will focus on 
the immediate needs of the Coalition.

 

WHAT WILL YOUR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
LEGACY BE? 

“The true meaning of life
is to plant trees; under 
whose shade you do not 
expect to sit.”
 -Nelson Henderson

Now is the time to consider 
what your legacy will be. 

by Carmen Harris

Contact us to learn more
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In short, federal agencies can not implement 
regulations with expansive social and economic 
impacts unless Congress passes legislation that 
explicitly gives them the power to do so. This is 
yet another political barrier to addressing climate 
change, especially when considering the number of 
bills passed by Congress have dropped drastically 
in the past 50 years. For instance, from 1973-1983 
Congress passed 4,247 pieces of legislation that 
were enacted into law, but in the past 10 years 
Congress has only passed 1,586 bills (https://www.
govtrack.us/congress/bills/statistics). This trend 
leads us to believe there will continue to be less 
coming from Congress in the years to come.

Where does this leave us as a country and a state? 
At the national level, the EPA still has authority to 
limit emissions as a matter of public health under 
the Clean Air Act. Furthermore, we must continue 
supporting the environmental provisions that were 
included in the Inflation Reduction Act. At the 
state level, there is now an ever greater emphasis 
placed on the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) to protect the public’s health and 

SETBACKS AND OPPORTUNITIES
by Jared Opsal

The decision both undermines the 
EPA’s ability to take necessary 
action to decarbonize the US 
power sector and combat the 
climate crisis and potentially 
upend decades of precedent that 
allows a multitude of government 
agencies to promulgate rules on 
various everyday issues.

their environment. There is also an opportunity for 
the state legislature to focus on passing bills that 
will protect Missouri’s unique ecosystems, make 
us more resilient for climate change, and begin 
reversing the damage that has already taken place 
from the unfettered release of greenhouse gas 
emissions into our atmosphere.

This also reinforces the importance of organizations 
working at the state level throughout the 
country, including here in Missouri. MCE has 
been watchdogging pollution permits, rules, and 
regulations from DNR and informing elected 
officials in the Missouri legislature about the 
environmental pros and cons of legislation they 
propose for over 50 years, and we will be here for 
many more educating, organizing, and advocating 
to ensure the people of Missouri, regardless of 
race, income, or geography, live in and demand a 
clean, safe, and protected environment, now and 
for generations to come. This decision from the 
Supreme Court is a setback, but it is not the end of 
our journey to combat climate change.
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COMMUNITY SCIENCE PROGRESS REPORT

CITIZEN SCIENCE IN THE FIELD
by Jim Karpowicz

This summer, we executed our first drinking water 
testing events with well owners and volunteers 
concerned about their exposure to nitrate from 
industrial animal agriculture. In collaboration with 
MCE contacts concerned about nearby CAFOs and 
two MCE partner organizations, we are helping 
residents better understand the public health risks 
they may face. The resulting field days were both 
satisfying and concerning. We met the owners 
of 18 separate wells, heard their anxiety about 
their well water and the changing nature of their 
rural lifestyle. It seems the “Chicken Barns” were 
popping up everywhere and the concerns about 
water quality were real and urgent. We will retest 
the same wells several times over the next two 
years to determine patterns and trends.

With our first round of successful testing behind us, 
we are looking for other counties in which to expand 
this effort, with in-the-field, on-the-ground, citizen 
science, bringing MCE’s environmental advocacy 
to the people of rural Missouri in a very real way. 
If you or someone you know obtains their drinking 
water from a private well and lives near industrial 
animal agriculture operations, please have them 
contact me at jkarpowicz@moenvironment.org. 

COMMUNITY AIR QUALITY TESTING
by Melissa Vatterott 
 

In the summer of 2022, thanks to a grant from 
the P. Wayne and Jane B. Goode Foundation, we 
launched air monitors in partnership with the Jay 
Turner Group at Washington University in St. Louis 
to help residents living near industrial agriculture 
operations understand the health concerns to 
which they are exposed. We are monitoring 
particulate matter (PM) 1, PM2.5, and PM10.

 In primarily-agricultural areas, PM can come from 
tillage dust, field burns, fuel combustion, animal 
feed, dander, feathers, and animal waste. PM 
can cause a variety of breathing and overall lung 
concerns, including acute and chronic bronchitis, 
interstitial lung disease, and chronic obstructive 
airways disease. 
 
If you or someone you know lives within a mile of an 
industrial animal operation and would like to have 
your air monitored for PM, please reach out today. 

We plan to install more monitors over the next 
year and will use the results from these monitors 
to inform our advocacy and outreach efforts with 
the communities impacted by industrial agriculture 
operations. 
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WATER SAMPLING IN NORTH ST. LOUIS 
by Christen Commuso

In case you missed it, MCE and Just Moms STL 
recently partnered to form the STL Toxic Waste 
Alliance. We believe it is every person’s right to know 
the communities in which they live, work, worship, 
and play are safe and free from hazardous and 
radioactive wastes. Through outreach and training 
sessions, the Alliance aims to inform residents 
about the contaminants in their neighborhood and 
ultimately empower citizens to advocate for clean-

up and public health protections. We will also work 
to advance life-saving policies that protect future 
generations from further harm. 

One of the first things we must do is learn what 
contaminants are present in our neighborhoods 
and waterways. Fortunately, because of generous 
funding from the Missouri Foundation for Health, 
we are able to collect water samples from creeks 
and tributaries throughout North St. Louis County. 
Some of the contaminants we’re hoping to test for 
are Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), 
lead, and radium, thorium, and uranium radioactive 
isotopes. The results of these samples will help 
guide our information campaigns, outreach efforts, 
and potentially shape new policy. 

mce newsletter_Edit_10.19.22 copy.indd   10-11mce newsletter_Edit_10.19.22 copy.indd   10-11 10/19/22   3:45 PM10/19/22   3:45 PM



PAGE 12 |   FALL ALERT 2022

BUILDING
BUSINESS 
MEMBERSHIPS

This summer Known and Grown has used Building 
Resilient and Inclusive Communities (BRIC)Grant 
funds to mentor and assist A Red Circle and Be 
Well Cafe in their mission to build a more equitable 
and inclusive food system in North St. Louis City 
and County.
 
At A Red Circle we have worked with Erica Williams 
and her group of volunteers to make her community 
garden more sustainable and self-sufficient. 
Catching and utilizing rainwater in irrigating their 
garden supplies fertility, and makes them less 
dependent on the church from which they lease the 
land. 

We cleaned out, repaired and installed gutter 
guards on the gutters on their pavillion. This fall 
we will build a platform for a 250 gallon tote that 
will catch the rainwater off of the pavillion roof and 
pipe it to the garden. 
 
At Fatimah Muhammad’s Be Well Cafe we have 
managed a table at the Be Well Market where we 
sell produce and value added products from other 
farmers who otherwise would  not be able to attend 
the market. This helps Fatimah have more farmers 
represented at the market and helps the farmers 
who are otherwise occupied. 

We also have installed a donated walk in cooler 
that will be used by local farmers who do not have 
access to refrigeration. This will help ensure that 
the highest quality produce is available to market 
shoppers.

We have also used CFM funds to mentor Raina 
Schlueter at School House Acres SSP. Senior 
Services Plus is a dynamic source of support for 
seniors in their area. We have been working with 
Raina to overcome problems with water runoff and 
erosion, and an infestation of quack grass in her 
high tunnel and gardens. 

As MCE continues to expand its reach statewide, 
there is a concerted effort to involve as many 
parties as possible. Upon revamping the individual 
giving membership program, the idea to engage 
businesses and organizations with MCE’s mission 
is confirmation that environmental advocacy can 
take on many looks. 

Businesses and organizations - small and large - 
interested in being a member of MCE can improve 
their sustainable practices with low-to-no cost 
actions suggested by MCE, and they will be required 
to abide by all of MCE’s corporate/business giving 
guidelines. 

MCE has developed the Missouri Environmental 
Pledge, which provides accountability and an 
avenue to commit to MCE’s environmental 
values. This pledge must be renewed annually by 
participating businesses. In exchange, they will 
receive a listing on MCE’s website as a sustainable 
business, among other benefits.

Business memberships are not foreign to the 
Coalition, but the program will highlight the 
modern, sustainable progress Missouri has made 
and will continue to make through its businesses. 
Some businesses are unclear of where and how to 

incorporate sustainable practices into their models; 
MCE will provide a toolkit to guide their efforts.
Currently, MCE is developing its inaugural cohort 
of business members, keeping diversity at the 
forefront-from restaurants to solar companies. 

KNOWN & GROWN UPDATE

IF THERE ARE ANY BUSINESSES IN YOUR AREA 
THAT WOULD BE A CANDIDATE FOR INVITATION, 
PLEASE SEND THEIR INFORMATION TO 
CHARRIS@MOENVIRONMENT.ORG. 

Businesses and 
organizations-small and large-can
improve their sustainable practices 
with low-to-no-cost actions 
suggested by MCE

“

by Rae Miller and Chris Wimmer

by Carmen Harris
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Jaelithe was born and raised in St. Louis. She focused 
her undergraduate studies on the intersection 
of environmental science and public health and 
graduated in 2020 from Harvard University with a 
B.A. in Environmental Science and Public Policy. 

After college she returned to St. Louis, where 
she began working as a barn manager for Equine 
Assisted Therapy and as an intern at Great Rivers 

NEW STAFF ALERT:  JAELITHE VIRGIN-DOWNEY & JAMAICA WHITEHEAD

Jamaica Jaelithe

Environmental Law Center. Jaelithe hopes 
to be a part of protecting both the health 
of Missouri’s people and its environment. 
She is excited to join MCE’s team as Policy 
Coordinator. In her spare time, she enjoys 
horseback riding and crocheting. 

Jamaica holds a Bachelors degree in Urban 
Planning and Design from University of 
Missouri Kansas City, and comes with a wealth 
of experience working with communities in 
the Kansas City area.

Jamaica is excited to help Missouri build 
resilience, equity, and fight against climate 
change. In her spare time she enjoys playing 

with her dog Uno, reading, and loom weaving. 

ELECTION UPDATE
As  an advocacy organization, MCE is committed 
to ensuring our members have the science-
driven knowledge and the skills and resources to 
confidently advocate for Missouri’s people and 
the environment before their elected officials. 

It is important that our elected officials hear 
what our concerns are and be receptive to 
those concerns. When elected officials are not 
receptive, elections are the time to consider 
whether there are others that are more aligned 
with our concerns. 

This fall, 34 of the 100 seats in the U.S. Senate and 
all seats in the U.S. House are up for election. In 
addition, seventeen of Missouri’s 34 State Senate 
seats and all of the State House of Representative 
seats are up for election this year. Now is the time 
to ask candidates about their commitment to 
addressing flooding, drought, and environmental 
racism; supporting renewable energy, climate-

smart development, and farmers who can be 
part of the climate change solution; and stopping 
threats to democracy. The more elected officials 
we have in office that understand the importance 
of these issues, the greater chance we have to see 
laws implemented that will protect Missouri’s 
people and their environment for the decades to 
come. 

Once we know who will be in office in January 
2023, MCE will finalize our advocacy strategies 
for the 2023 federal Farm Bill and begin 
strategizing for the 2023 Missouri Legislative 
Session. Please  join us this spring in this 
important work by signing up for our Missouri 
Legislature and Federal Food Policy e-Alerts and 
monitoring our legislative bill tracker and Farm 
Bill action webpages. 

by Melissa Vatterott
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INTRODUCING: REGIONAL CAPTAINS
By Carmen Harris

Missouri Coalition for the Environment (MCE) is 
launching a new way for members and volunteers 
to stay actively involved around Missouri through 
the Regional Captains program. 

This initiative will empower members to engage 
with each other and propel the mission forward 
through education, organizing, and advocacy 
in defense of Missouri’s people and their 
environment. 

The Regional Captains will host meetings regarding 
issues specific to their area of Missouri, as well 
as share information and calls to action directly 
from MCE. 

The captains will serve as liaisons between residents 
of the region and the MCE staff. The Regional 
Captains will, also, organize volunteer opportunities 
related to the concerns directly affecting their 
community. In turn, their membership fee will be 
waived for the year they serve. 

For more information on how to become a Regional 
Captain, visit https://moenvironment.org/
volunteer-opportunity/regional-captain/.
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Thank you to everyone 
who joins us at our 
recent Chats For 
Change! We’re looking 
forward to many more 
impactful conversations 
with our community 
members and elected 
officials.

Save The Date:
Eco: experiences
Thurs, Nov 10th
6:30 p.m.
The Playhouse @ Westport 
Plaza- Movie Screening
Atomic Homefront HBO 

Holiday Party:
Thurs, Dec 1st
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
MCE Office
Join us in celebrating a 
successful 2022!

Don’t miss out on the next fun 
event or volunteer opportunity. 
Register for our e-alerts at 
MOEnviornment.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dawn Christoffersen, President

Debbie Njai, Vice President

Deidre Griffith, Secretary

Nygel Williams, Treasurer 
 
Kally Coleman, Steve Brewer, Antonia Burgess,
Rev. Rodrick Burton, David Garin, Steve Mahfood, 
Bryan Meyers, Arlene Sandler, Gwendolyn Verhoff, 
Eric Wilkinson 
 

STAFF 
Jared Opsal, Executive Director

Christen Commuso, Operations Coordinator & 
Community Outreach Specialist - St. Louis

Carmen Harris, Membership and Volunteer
Manager

Jim Karpowicz, Community Outreach
Specialist - Mid-Missouri

Rae Miller, Known & Grown Manager

Melissa Vatterott, Policy Director

Jaelithe Virgin-Downey, Policy Coordinator

Sophie Watterson, Policy Coordinator

Chris Wimmer, Known & Grown Farmer Specialist

Jamaica Whitehead, Community Outreach
Specialist - Kansas City

Missouri Coalition for the environment’s Alert newsletter is published twice each calendar year. This 
newsletter is for informational purposes only. All opinions and estimates in the Alert constitute the 
best judgement of MCE and its contributors but are subject to change without notice. Reproduction of 
articles for publication is prohibited without permission of the publisher. Sign up for our e-alerts and 
stay current with environmental news. Visit us online at www.moenvironment.org

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

@MOENVIRONMENT 

Missouri Coalition for the Environment 
725 Kingsland Ave. Suite 100 

St. Louis, MO 63130 
(314) 727-0600 

moenviron@moenvironment.org
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